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River Trips Launch
January 17th to 24th 2019, The Gambia
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Beyond the surface:
Ninki Nanka Encounters opens up the secrets of the lesser-known Gambia, as told by the river itself. Share in the magic of our nature, our people, our culture and our history. Come away knowing you have made a positive difference to both your life and the lives of others.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We are a small, new Gambian social enterprise running community-based trips and educational programs along the River Gambia, and working towards the responsible development of the Ninki Nanka Trail as a tourist destination. The stories of the Ninki Nanka dragon being an important part of local folklore which we aim to nurture. Our trips and way of doing business are designed to create inspiring, cultural interaction between tourists and local people, and use tourism to create livelihood opportunities for host communities. Join us for the launch of Ninki Nanka Encounters first official river trip…
Your trip itinerary
Thursday 17th London (Gatwick) to Banjul
[image: Image result for bb hotel gambia]Fly (Thomas Cook Airlines) from London (Gatwick) to Banjul arriving 14.15. Drive to Bungalow Beach (BB) Hotel to freshen up and relax by the beach/pool. Welcome meeting in the evening to be introduced to the Ninki Nanka Encounters team and your local guide, and find out more about the plan for your week’s adventure along The River Gambia. Overnight at BB Hotel.


Friday 18th Kotu Beach to Ndembam
[image: ]Breakfast at BB Hotel. Leave the main tourist resort and drive to Ndmeban Village to experience village life in a Jola community. Your day will include meeting the village alkalo (leader), a guided tour of the village to learn about everyday life (e.g. visit bakery, women’s garden’s, fortune teller, blacksmith) taking part in local activities (e.g. soap making, cooking, tie and dye), and spending time with your host families. Our visit will fit in with the rhythm of the village for that day. In the evening you will sit around the fire and learn more about Jola culture, dance or storytelling. Overnight at your homestay guest house.

Saturday 19th Ndemban to Janjanbureh
[image: ][image: ]Breakfast with your host families. Drive to Janjanbureh (formerly George Town) to visit the Kankurang Museum and take part in this year’s local Kankurang and Masquerade Festival. The recent revival of this traditional festival is part of local efforts to preserve cultural heritage and boost tourism in Janjanbureh. The Kankurang is an initiatory rite practiced by Mandinka communities associated with the transition to manhood and full [image: ]membership of the community. The Kankurang and other regional masquerades are on the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. Your day will also include an historical tour of this small town led by a local tourist guide involved in a training initiative funded by the Gambia Youth Empowerment Project. Cross the river to sleep at Janjanbureh camp.

Sunday 20th Janjanbureh to Kaur
[image: ][image: ]Breakfast at Janjanbureh Camp. Visit the Wassu Stone Circles – a World Heritage site believed to be burial mounds of Kings and chiefs in ancient times over 1,200 years old. Cruise to Baboon Island, part of the River Gambia National Park. This is a beautiful stretch of the river to enjoy the wildlife and natural landscape, and take part in optional on-board, quiet activities (e.g. tea-making, Gambian board games). Learn about the Chimpanzee Rehabilitation Centre (home to over 100 chimps living on 3 islands) and hopefully get lucky enough to observe chimpanzees in their natural habitat, alongside other possible encounters with birds, hippos and crocodiles. Continue cruising for dinner all the way up to Kaur to sleep at Kauren Camp, beautifully located at the top of one of Gambia’s only hills that looks down on to the river and wetlands.

Monday 21st Kaur to Tendaba
[image: ]Breakfast at Kauren Camp. Drive to Kaur village and groundnut depot to learn about groundnut production and Wollof culture through a cultural presentation by local people. Short drive to Njaw to visit an inspiring women’s waste recycling project. Continue overland to Morgan Kunda Lodges [image: ](where all profits fund Morgan Clark Foundation) in Jarjari for lunch. In the late afternoon drive to Kachang landing site in the heart of the Bolang Wetland Reserve to join a small boat for bird watching in the beautiful mangroves of [image: ]Kisi Bolong and Tunku Creeks. It is in such waters that the Ninki Nanka dragon is believed to reside. Rejoin the Ninki Nanka Encounters boat at Tendaba Camp to freshen up and have dinner. Option to sleep on board the boat under the stars (max. 8 people), or at Tendaba Camp.

Tuesday 22nd Tendaba to Juffureh/Albreda
[image: C:\Users\mccomb02\Downloads\DSC_0323.JPG][image: C:\Users\mccomb02\Downloads\DSC_0311.JPG]Breakfast and lunch on board cruising all the way to Kunta Kinte Island (formerly James Island) and Juffureh and Albreda Villages. This fort and associated sites were designated a World Heritage Site for their important role in the slave trade, an outstanding memory of this important, although painful, period of human history. They are also famous for their association with Alex Haley’s (1976) famous ‘Roots’ book which traces the ancestry of an African American family through seven generations to the capture of their slave ancestor, Kunta Kinte, in the village of Juffureh. A local guide will tell you about the history, and take you to visit the Slavery Museum and new Visitor Information Centre built using local materials and techniques. Sunset drinks by the river. Freshen up and evening meal at Kunta Kinte Roots Camp in Juffureh. Option to sleep on board, or at the Roots camp.



Wednesday 23rd Juffureh/Albreda to Banjul to Kotu Beach
[image: C:\Users\mccomb02\Downloads\IMG_2191 (1).JPG][image: King Fahd Mosque and surroundings]Breakfast on board and cruise to Banjul. (Optional) walking tour of Banjul – Gambia’s small capital – exploring both its’ history and modern day life. Light lunch in Banjul. End of the Ninki Nanka Trail. Drive back to Kotu Beach for free evening and overnight at Bungalow Beach (BB) Hotel.

Thursday 24th Kotu Beach to Gatwick Airport
Free morning. Airport pickup from Bungalow Beach Hotel at 12.30pm for 15.30 flight to Gatwick airport (arriving 21.30).

Practicalities
The cost of the trip is £550 (includes all accommodation, entrance fees, community activities, guiding fees, local transport and boat hire, airport transfers, and meals (except evening meal 17th and 23rd, lunch 24th).

You are responsible for purchasing your own travel insurance, flight (see https://www.thomascookairlines.com/), visa (not required for British passport holders) and vaccinations (as advised by your local GP). Maximum of 10 people per group. A deposit of £100 is required before Monday 19th November to secure your place.

For further information and to book your place please contact Lucy McCombes (UK) on lucymccombes@btinternet.com or Adama Bah (Gambia) on bahs_54@yahoo.co.uk.
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NINKI NANKA ENCOUNTERS




